
On a childhood vacation, I experience total darkness in a chilly, damp cavern. When the underground lights
switch off, I can’t see my own hands in front of my face. As an adult, I experience that same total darkness
during emergency surgery.

In that cavern, the tour guide restores the lights, but it’s God who reveals the Light during my surgery.
The Apostle Paul teaches that God delivers us from the domain of darkness and transfers us to the kingdom of
His beloved son in Colossians 1:13, ESV.

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son

Colossians 1:13 ESV

A single sentence defining God’s redemption plan and Jesus’ rescue mission. Jesus pays the price for our sins
on the cross, so we celebrate eternity in heaven rather than suffer in hell.

After emergency surgery, there are years in the darkness of overwhelming financial issues and a broken
marriage. That emergency surgery results in five months of recovery, unable to work. No salary and a pile of
medical bills. Financially, we’re devastated. These stresses weave their way into the cracks of my marriage,
emphasizing every single weakness until we become two distant individuals living under one roof. Our hearts
blanketed in total darkness for nearly two decades. That bleakness undergirds my belief I am unworthy and
unloved. Until I clearly understand two things: God’s plan of redemption and my Rescuer.

 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 

in him should not perish but have eternal life
 (John 3:16, ESV).

Friends, God intentionally created a plan of redemption through Jesus Christ to rescue me. He did the same
for you. I spent decades allowing Satan to persuade me I was unworthy and powerless to earn God’s love.
According to Satan, I could do nothing to be loved by God. But here’s the truth: We don’t need to do anything.
I live in darkness, yet I believe in Jesus. I wrongly believe He came for everyone else but me. Distraught, I
turn to His word and slowly discover the word of God indeed works in those who believe, as promised in 1
Thessalonians 2:13, NIV. Jesus’ rescue comes alive in God’s word, and I meet El Roi, “The God who sees
me.” 

Within the pages of the Bible, I discover God’s loving view:
· I am made in His image. Genesis 1:27, ESV
· I am His child. John 1:12, ESV; Romans 8:16, ESV
· I am perfect. Hebrews 10:14, ESV

How can this unworthy and unloved person be perfect? Because His word assures me. 
God’s viewpoint erodes Satan’s lies and firmly plants these understandings in my head and my heart.

Trust that you
are rescued
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son
Colossians 1:13 ESV
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It’s not about being worthy; it’s about God’s mercy. 
It’s not about earning God’s love; it’s about receiving it.

 
God’s love for you and me shines brightly in His plan for our redemption. His rescue plan reunites us to Him in
a close, personal relationship, freeing us from the darkness we experience on earth and guaranteeing our
eternity with Him. 

The Apostle Paul summarizes God’s master plan like this in Ephesians 1:7-14, ESV:
· Our Rescuer is God’s only Son, Jesus Christ.
· Jesus Christ gave his blood and died on the cross as the ultimate sacrificial lamb--in full payment for our sins.
· We are redeemed and forgiven by the gift of extravagant grace.
· God designed His plan to unite all things in heaven and on earth in Christ.
· We are sealed with the Holy Spirit, our Helper in life.

God’s rescue plan is for you and me. It’s for all. Jesus declares, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12, ESV).

God reveals a glimpse of heaven to me during my emergency surgery--a welcoming, golden, brilliant orb,
gloriously brighter than the blazing summer sun. In the aftermath, though, I stubbornly return to my misbeliefs,
yet Jesus ultimately rescues me. Because of my Rescuer, the darkness is gone. I live today and every day in
His light and all of eternity in His kingdom.

My friends, God’s word provides a stable keel in rocky waters. God’s rescue plan reveals His love for you. 

Trust that. Because you are His, you are rescued!

~Think about the darkest times in your life. How did God light the way for you?

~Read Genesis 1:27, John 1:12, Romans 8:16, and Hebrews 10:14. How does knowing that 
God, El Roi, sees you in these ways effect how you view yourself?
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~How will trusting in God’s rescue plan help you in the dark times of life?

~What lies does Satan tell you? Write a prayer asking God to replace them with the 
light of His love.


